Meeting minutes from 1/13/08 espu steering committee meeting,

Meeting started about one hour late and went for 3 hours

Review of past demonstrations, International Day to End Violence Against Sex Workers.  And the counter demonstration on January 11, 2008 called by Carol Leigh of Bay swan (Bay Area Sex Worker Advocacy Network): Shame On You: SF Women 'Accidentally' Sponsor Anti-Prostitution Campaign Sex Workers Respond-Support Sex Workers Rights-Stop The Deportation.

We noted that keeping with labor organizing style in demonstrations where people are designated to speak out, speak to the police, hand out flyers, hold banners, lead chant or songs is the way we want to continue to be at demonstrations. We need more members and more people to turn out for our demonstrations.  Slava noted that flyers ought not be any more than ¼ page long.   

The footage from the last demonstration needs editing.  It would be an educational tool for all those interested in the anti sex trafficking discourse.  Maxine will contact BAVC, (Bay Area Video Coalition) to look for volunteer editor.  Slava noted that it would be Ideal to use both carol’s and Maxine’s footage of the demonstration.

Madelyn wanted to talk about Goal for this week, month and year.   

Maxine wants office space, 

Lisa wants to talk about the Prostitute Panther party, ideas counter police state actions, counter actions, reverse sting operation.  Entrapping the police capturing as evidence.  Hidden camera with wireless mic.  Sex discrimination lawsuits.  Cops getting off, touching and acting the way that they do.  How inappropriate they are with workers.  Regular direct action dph in San Francisco.  Increase our numbers.

Question about who can join the auxiliary was brought up. 

The primary purpose of the ESPU auxiliary is to platform the worker voice.  Our resources are small and we all have different skills but auxiliary members would be encouraged to contribute their resource to get actual erotic laborers’ voices heard for example; editing film, flight attendant who had access to tickets to get workers to conferences to be heard or to get training, networking to access resources.  

It was said the auxiliary members have limited voting only on issues that directly affect them.  In other words, different parts of the sex industry workers couldn’t vote on actions or polices that aren’t going to impact them.

So we’ll allow ex workers in the espu.

We’re making votes need to be the one’s voting on it.  

Industry organization.  Prostitutes would not vote on things that concern dancers.

All members have a vote.  Each person can identify himself or herself.  Meetings with auxiliary and workers.  Bylaws could require show up to meeting two meetings a quarter.

What a member means?  Because you pay the dues.  Auxiliary has to be approved by workers.  They are open to discussing the issue.  Be open to being in disagree.  We will devote our next meeting to writing the 

Statement of principles.  We also need to write our political platform of organizations and politicians to adopt. 

Treasures report:  Bank account 280.  Paypay  250.  Cash 174 and IWW 146 for a total of 850.00  Group approve $39. For professional consultation, $56 to Maxine and $9 to Lisa for reimbursements for banner materials, postage.  $120 was approved to webmistress. $50 to go towards anarchist bookfair.  

Discussion of items to be sewn and sold, t shirts, arm bands, headbands.  This warrant further discussion.

Non Profit status:  It was decided that filing for a not for profit called Erotic Service Providers Education and Research Project would be underway, the purpose of this not for profit will be to get funding for education and research of all erotic services providers to attend labor schools and all other related trainings to increase our skills so we can be more effective in our own advocacy to be self determined and expand and act within our own agency in the areas of: 1) communication, be it electronics, written, or multi media to communicate between workers and workers, workers and groups of workers, workers to non workers, and groups of workers to groups of non workers erotic laborers.  2) Area of financial enfranchisement, Bank accounts, taxes filings, retirement, savings and investments.  3) Funds raised would also go towards creating a worker center were workers will have access trainings, legal resources 4) leadership building and direct action 5) provide advocacy by conducting and disseminating research on work conditions, lobbing for harm reduced laws

Next demonstration will be 19th Saturday with city at 11 am at the plaza.  EPSU’s will join our voices in the counter demonstration against the anti abortionists.  Writing an article about the anti choice rhetoric and the anti trafficking rhetoric are so similar.

Petition update.  A lengthy discussion was held on the putting for the petition.  All were in favor of filing it on Friday the 19th 2008. Maxine wanted to hear feedback on if everything ought to be included in this petition this time like last time and all were in favor.  Madelyn will talk to Rachel West.  Tap Moesha to help.  Slava said Sarah wants to identify the volunteers to help collect signatures.

Discussion about the status of the requests for documents from the SAGE and SFPD.

Madelyn has to finish the audit of the books and make a report about her findings.  Maxine has to file the notice of violation of the sunshine ordinance against both parties.

Lisa will give testimony about sign in sheets that have the names, age, race and gender.

Discussion around using the poverty pimp language.  It was noted that pimp bating like red bating are going to issues that we’ll have to deal with. Look at strategic was that anti war responded to the red bating.  WE need people to be posting the relationship between sage and bush administration.

